From: BGS
Sent: Thu 3/4/2004 2:12 PM
To: Taylor, Michael
Subject: IMPORTANCE OF DRIVING ASSESSMENTS

Mike:  As I have advised you, I am a 30 year veteran of insurance adjustment and have adjusted and supervised claims for The St. Paul Companies, American General, Crawford & Co., AAA, and most recently Cornerstone Ins. Co.; and in the states of Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, & Illinois.

 

I cannot emphasize enough the importance of protecting the insured driver in case of an accident with a complete investigation of the circumstances of the negligence of any party in an accident, however, the medical profession needs to protect the interest of patients as well as innocent persons who could be affected if a patient is released without ascertaining a professional assessment of their driving abilities.

 

It is important for persons who have suffered disabling injury or disease to be certified as fit to drive as it affects their insurance rates as well as their ability to even acquire insurance.  No insurance underwriting department wants to take the RISK of insuring someone without being reasonably sure they are safe to be driving a vehicle, for their own safety as well as the safety of pedestrians, cyclists, and other drivers.  

 

An application for insurance requires certain information concerning health issues and should a person NOT disclose all of his medical history, there is the possibility that a person could be denied coverage due to not disclosing information should an accident occur due to a re-occurrence of something pertaining to a pre-existing condition.

 

Another reason that driving evaluation and assessment is important is should a person even be insurable, most of the standard companies or even the high risk companies will only want to insure a person for the minimum limits which in the State of Missouri would be $25/50/10,000, which means the company would only be required to pay out $25,000 maximum for any one major injured person, $50,000 for the combined total of all injured third parties, and no more than $10,000 for any property damage.  Needless to say if a building or just about any vehicle is extensively damaged this limit would be exceeded.  The insured would be responsible for any damages above his insurance coverage and there are lawyers out there who will go after any assets.  A person could easily be "wiped out" financially from such an incident.

 

Just because a person seems coherent does not make them a safe driver, and frequently, just a little enlightenment, instruction or education can perhaps prevent a serious incident or make a person more aware of their driving limitations and abilities.  

 

Attorneys are for the most part looking for money for their injured clients wherever they can find it and they look for "the deepest pocket" meaning that they will also search out the medical profession for NOT checking out someone to the best of their ability and capability.  

 

It is my opinion that driver assessment should be used to the full capabilities of any medical facility for the satisfaction of family members of the patient and the patient themselves.  Some patients will resist assessment and they are very likely, the persons who need the evaluations the most.  

 

I hope this information will serve some benefit to someone, and if it prevents even one accident, it will have been worth my time.  I am choosing to be assessed at my own expense as my insurance benefits are "out" but due to my stroke I want to be mentally more assured that it is safe for me to "be out there" as I certainly do miss the independence of driving.    
